Type of Ceremonies


Secular/Non-Religious Ceremony---No religion in the ceremony whatsoever, including no prayer (although a couple may have an invocation or poem that would be as meaningful to them as a prayer would be to a religious person). It is also known as a court house, notary, JP or Justice of the Peace ceremony. Kindly note that, a non-religious or civil ceremony can have absolutely as much meaningfulness, warmth and heart as any other type of ceremony. Non-religious or secular means no religion, but not "no love". 

Spiritual Ceremony---"spiritual" means different things to different people. Most often, in a ceremony, there is an acknowledgement of the Divine Creator, God, Goddess, or Supreme Being that is the support of a religious element, ritual or tradition. Often, the vows use beautiful and inspiring words but are universal and are not particular to any specific religion.

Religious Ceremony---of a particular denomination (i.e., Methodist, Jewish, Moslem etc.) or combination of denominations; characterized by formal or defining religious elements/rituals/traditions from one or more denominations. 


Interfaith Ceremony--- A combination or blend of more than one religion. I married a couple from the Jewish and Christian traditions where prayers and scriptures from both were read.  We finished the ceremony with the breaking of the glass and everyone shouting “Mazel Tov”!


Multi-Cultural Ceremony---similar to interfaith except it involves the combining or blending of a couple's cultures and heritage; may or may not have any religious elements--can be secular/non–religious, or very religious. In one ceremony, the father of the bride read the Sheva Brachot, or seven blessings in Hebrew.

