Ceremony Options

Unity Candle Ceremony

The Unity Candle Ceremony consists of the lighting of one candle from two separate candles held by each spouse. This ceremony symbolizes the union of two lives into one. The separate candles remain lit, which symbolizing that each spouse remains their own person, yet united. The couple may keep the candles and re-light the candles each year on their anniversary.

The Blessing of the Rings

The wedding ring is the visible sign of the circle of life that unites two loyal hearts in endless love. It is a seal of the vows made to one another. It symbolizes living together in unity, love and happiness for the rest of their lives.

Support from the Parents

Parents can participate in two ways. They can walk one spouse half-way down the aisle and wait for the other spouse to come and receive the other. At this point, the couple walks together to the officiant to recite their vows. This is symbolic of the couple leaving their parents and beginning a life together. Parents can, also, become part of the introduction to the vows. The officiant asks who brings this couple to be wed.

Honoring the Mothers

Each spouse addresses their mother and recites a brief reading or shares their own thoughts and then each spouse presents their mother(s) with a flower.

Moment of Remembrance

Both are small blessings/readings honoring the deceased. They may include specific names or a general statement. It is very powerful to have photos of the remembered friends and family on a small table, as if they were actually in attendance.
Agape Ceremony

Also, known as the Love Feast is a simple, ritual meal of water and bread in the context of which music is sung or played, Scripture is read, and testimonies and stories of faith are shared. Not to be confused with Holy Communion, the love feast, or agape meal, recalls the meals other than the Last Supper that Jesus shared with the disciples and others. All such meals derive from Jewish and early church meals such as are referred to by Paul, and they symbolize the unity of fellowship in the love of Christ. 
Sand Ceremony 

The symbolism is similar in that the “two shall become one”. Couples pour different colored sand into a lovely bottle of their choice which then becomes a lifetime keepsake. Seashells or base colored sand representing their foundation can be used. You may purchase a complete Sand Ceremony Set or Blended Family Sand Set, which comes with more vessels for children and other family members. There you can purchase sand in various colors, along with two smaller glass containers for the spouses and one larger glass container representing their marriage, relationship and new life. If you have children, your children may also participate by pouring some sand into the container as well.  The Sand Ceremony is performed after the vows.
Flower Ceremony 

This is a ceremony in which the couple’s family and friends participate. Each designated person comes up and places a different flower in a vase to create a garden of love. Using roses, the symbol of love, is an especially symbolic ceremony.

Handfasting/ Ribbon Ceremony

The ancient Celts tied the hands of the spouses. The officiant loosely binds their hands together. They remain that way for the rest of the ceremony. The phrase “tying the knot” comes from this tradition.

Wine or Water Ceremony 

The couple shares a cup of wine or water while the officiant says a blessing and a reading.
Jumping the Broom

There are many different versions of this ritual which involves the couple jumping over the broom. Essentially, the jumping of the broom is a symbol of sweeping away of the old and welcoming the new, or a symbol of a new beginning.

Breaking of the Glass

The breaking of the glass at the end of a wedding ceremony usually is reserved for Jewish ceremonies. However, it is a beautiful ending to any wedding. “Breaking the glass serves to remind us of two very important aspects of a marriage. The couple - and everyone - should consider these marriage vows as an IRREVOCABLE ACT - just as permanent and final as the breaking of this glass is unchangeable. But the breaking of the glass also is a warning of the FRAILTY of a marriage. That sometimes a single thoughtless act, breech of trust, or infidelity can damage a marriage in ways that are very difficult to undo - just as it would be so difficult to undo the breaking of this glass. Knowing that this marriage is permanent, the couple should strive to show each other the love and respect befitting their spouse and love of their life."

Anything You Want!

This is your day and if you have additional ideas that you would like incorporated into the ceremony, than please make sure that we discuss your desires.
